[Diaphragm pacemaker implantation: a case report of central hypoventilation due to cerebellar bleeding].
A 60-year-old male developed chronic respiratory failure due to central hypoventilation after cerebellar bleeding. We implanted a diaphragm pacemaker (radio-frequency type) to the patient, and his respiratory status was improved. Although this apparatus devised by Glenn has been widely used in the United States, clinical applications in Japan were rarely reported. Diaphragm pacing might be one of the effective treatments to the patient with chronic respiratory failure. We discussed the indication, mechanical subject and surgical approach concerning diaphragm pacemaker implantation in this paper.